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“Every Rupture” by Sasha Litvintseva was filmed during and after the Brexit referendum and
raises the question of how ruptures occur within and between ecologies. A sleepy swimming
pool on a cruise ship ebbs along the thresholds of Europe on the day the referendum. A
forest on a Latvian island, half-destroyed by a colony of cormorants living there. The world
during a pandemic. Nothing is a closed system
«This piece emerges out of ongoing research themes in my practice, central to which is the
understanding of ecology as a web of relations. The film puts three diﬀerent ecologies
alongside each other: the microcosmic ecology of a forest and its inhabitants, the
macrocosmic ecology of the global pandemic, and the ecology of the social body of a
nationstate through the prism of a ship. In all three ecologies the film traces the exchange of
material between organisms and environment, and among organisms. These diﬀerent modes
of recirculation of material form loops within closed systems that eventually result in ruptures:
the destruction of local and global ecosystems, the global vulnerability of the piece is also
deeply personal. It was made during a diﬃcult moment during lockdown, as a means of
processing my grief at the situation and the changes it did and did not bring about. The film is
made using only footage taken at a number of unrelated trips prior to the pandemic, and the
editing process engages in recirculating that video material to place them in relation to each
other. It recontextualises past events and past images to ask what actions and modes of
image making belong in the new present and the coming future.
In recent years a large part of my practice has been making films collaboratively with a
number of diﬀerent artists, most recently and most consistently with Beny Wagner. Every
Rupture is the first piece I’ve made alone in a number of years and it brings together a number
of ongoing strands in my work: the theoretical concerns in the most recent work, and the
personal narrative approach from my earlier work».
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